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Danger of the 
Communion of Saints. 
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Of the Believers Reſting Short of the 


CoMMUNION of), SAINTS, 


N 


34 : OME nominal Chriſtians ſeem to 
8 * have very low Thoughts of the 


of Neceſſity rather than Choice, and, in Apt 


pearance, are unconcerned about an inward, 


yea, or ſo much as an outward Conformity to the 
divine Will: But Chriſtianity is no Speculation, 
or negative Thing. True Chriſtianity is the 
Practice of Piety under the Direction of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Lawgiver of his 


People, and for which they are formed and aſ- 
ſiſted by the Spirit of his Grace. 3 


Chriſtian Religion they content them 
RIEL. ſelves with a Name, which they bear 
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every autward Expreſſion of rem e 
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157 Religion; it onſiſts not 1 1 Be 00 
but Ike wiſe in Worſhip an Diſeip args 
are. 0 Kloſely joined in eine Revelation, t 
the latter cannot ve wh in without contradict- 


e a Ae Te. 


Vx 


ing the, formeyz 
Kgardgi the Bra 


Form of his Service, "2 ſtands oppoſed to 
Hypocriſy, Superſtition," and Deiſm; and, in 
a word, is no other than the Exerciſe of: a 
3 Faith in a Way of Obedience: Now one 


a 900 oo done e, 


bmiſſion to politive A ppointments, 
pears from our Saviour's Reply to Fobn, 
Ge gre would have declined the haptizing 


him, For thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righte- 


'ouſneſs. So that- ahey who neglect t theſe divi 
Lillitutioas/on-a Pretenes that inward and 
ritual Devotion is all God requires, are e 
plain Deluſion, ſince this is contrary to the Ex- 


ample of 5 Lori, ax well nas to | Ex. 


to the DiRazes, of : Reaſon, which wathgth, thay 


where there is a, real internal Veneration for 
Jebovab, the Subject will thereby be engaged to 


be hath preſeribed- 


the Faithful, and to behold their Order. Hear- 
in PS Ge e — of _ . none 
5133 . v1 bebe 6 4b but 
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Note is required in Golpet-Worſhip than | 
barely to hear the Word in the. Aﬀemblies of 
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„ r . and ol tro e . mm., ind XL. . ˙¹ 0 an . 


1 b 
Gut the Ban fefufe z it is alfo of ftanlig Ne 
in the ( hureh; be 'one Branch, df Chii : 
Service; but ne that only hears comeés ſhaft ö 
che” End of Hetring, Which is to baile” ane 
obey ; and we learn ffoi the New X ment, 
that they who” NO, 4 2 6 cnt 
baptitech and jbjned the'D 
Plate dere fl one . Wg in 185 x 
State, att“ commöneck topethet 7 dent 


ſederal Offbets i in the . . the” Lord, 
mM whick*Felowfhiþ ny ow rem bf 5 
ſoreſt Tae de to feſcgn it: 


ſatisfied Wiel Hearing 0 bit es Pept | 
bf thenfelve to the Eo! Srl: People 
lived unclel an open Profeffion' of che 
planted, ant the” fare Obedience 1 m2 mfr 
ie Gods ColthodiWich Place; fo tliat 
which deth not inclüde and tA om 4 Corifot: 
mity to this Gofpel Intirutibh, is" eff tau) del 
the Pd" fer Which it is /profioſed's WE Avuld; 
ant and 
neceffiry Point ſecuret by any Plan we eh: 
courage, left,* under a ſyeth s Pretetice of Re- 
ſenfibly betraytd into the Loſs: 71 or Diſci- 
pline, withott - which” Futity in Doctrine and 


came Doers' of the 1 public 8 
= © By this Meats Chtiftiantty Hi 
every Method taken to profridte or rævibe it, 
Fetent; ea, inch bfurd® for k tendz t ſübvert 

thertfore, be cuteful "to fre this\importa 

formation and Zeal for the Gofpef, we are in 
Life is not tobe maintaſned. 
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| as heſied by Jeremiah, that ben 

| 3 1979 Meet be, gathered | to Jeruſalem to the 
Name of the Lord, il ſhall. be called the Throne of 

7 5 45 which is is enerally underſtood , and 
Ka ticnately - 4 efexence to the Goſpel 

ch-S State, and! iS accompliſhed i in, Proportion : 
to 1 Obedience of the Faithful to the. Laws 
ok, their Fe, however, that Chriſt is 4 
— is no leſs certain and eſſential to his media · 
Character, > that, he is 2 Prophet or 
C At Kingdom;of Chriſt 
0 * bis C F is his Church, but 
85 Hewi ? 12 in, Communion, and walk- 
ing together in his Ordinances, to whom alone 
| 2250 are each ſub; jected ..; as their King, in the 
air of. nage Which includes deine Wor- 
ſhip? I think nothing ſhort of this public and 
FN Regard to the Commands of our Lord, 
bl | comes up. to a: tolerable Idea of his Church, 
1 | and. that, Chriſtians,. ſeparately conſidered, or 

8 united otherwiſe than in this ſacred Fel- 
Jowſhip,. do not, properly ſpeaking, make up 

a Part of Chriſt's viſible Kingdom on Earth: 

A Society which is not ſolely founded on the 
SF: Authority of Jeſus, and in which the Members 
| are not engaged to obey. 4 and only his Appoint- 
ments, however piouſly deſigned, is not ſuffi; 
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ll cient. to diſplay, or to glorify the kingly Office . 
1 | of the great Redeemer, without which his King- 
4 dom cannot be maintained; and, therefore, it is 
14 of the utmoſt Importance that the Piſciples are ' 


not 


c 70 
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as his King; and that it is by an 


F 8 F I hi no; 
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nat amuſed by any Rind of religious Aſſocistion, 
to the Ne zlect of a Place. in his. Chu - 


If a. refſeth 4 becoming. Zeal, in 
Nerknch and Love, for the Way in which he 
ſerves God, who ought td be offended But it 


is not my preſent Deſign, to treat on my on 


Perſyaſion; or on any particular Mode of Worſtip 
which others x may think i it their Duty to r 
The N ew Teſtament is the ſole Standard of. 


Chriſtian Obedience; 0 Authority is iven 
to any Man, or Set of Men thateyer,, © alter” 


or. add rg the Laws bf. lus, or even to itnpoſe ; 


Sz 


their Senſe of his written Will on the Conſci-. 


ences of otliers; the Rule is open, let every one 
ſearch for” himſelf, and be fully x erſu aded in 
what he berforms but, on this aki, that, 
the Communion of Saints is the ei 
Duty of each true Believer, and ab lutely ne». 
ceſſary to a ſufficient viſible Subjection to Chriſt, 


ight and 

ſteady Regard to this evarigelical "Obedience, 
which is inſeparably connected with an holy 
Converſation, that Men yield the faireſt 
the beſt Proof of their Love to the Lord, and. 
of their hearty Concern * his Intereſt in r 

World. oe 

I wiſh that there was no Occaſion to complat ain 
of a ſad Declenſion from this glorious Branch 
of true Chriſtianity ; but we ſeem much in the 
Caſe with that of the Jews, from the Time of 
Joſhua to Samuel, when, as we are told,' *There 
was no King in Iſrael, and every Man 4 that 
| which 


F Tues xvii, 6, 
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withdraw 


to the Charadter Perſons 


1 I ” to check f 
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7 th 9 8 : Day, "+ th Fai . 
ginacion * ters of Rehe on, 
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Pointmefts b. Herpyen dt thek 
tas is td plain ae 75 
made. a Profeffion* 'Th eng ang 
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Grief of 
SEES more. 
of Chen, ber p rave 4 gre £ 
chole 'who, Ups n being offended, or not being 
gratified, 1 1 the. ie Church, to. which. they belong, 
emſelves, and live out of 
munion, as 15 the Redeemer's Inſtitutions were 
6f 'n d further 05 80 Obligation on them; a 
Diſerdee, ſhameful and e in Froportion 


xperience, neither of which are. diſcoyered 
in this ufrworthy ] Deſertion ; ; yat,. having a Name, 


their ungrateful Conduct leffens the Importance 


of 18 Fellowſhip they Jorlgke in the View 


of 
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5 Folly, ! 
ment: of 125 öden 


| by 18 of Allegiance and other Teſts of his 
Loyalty, than it is for a; Man to pretend the 


N 5 
of othe we B of their 
1 „Aber fer abe 
edeemer! But, with, celpe& | 
1 5 who have never . yielded, themſelves to 


| the. ord, as 12 77 in ig Word, they. do well 


to conſider, that his kingly. Office, is 4 Branch 
of his Glory, of which he is jealous, and which 
demands their higheſt Regards and that with- 
gut due Honour to his royal Authority in vain 
are Men called his Diſciples: It is not more un- 
e AS for a Perſon to talk of being che true 


faithful Subje&t of an earthly Prince, 
claim his Privilege as ſuch, and yet refuſe 


eing 4 Subject of Grace, and to belong do 


Chriſt, when at the ſame. Time he will aaropenly - | 


confels him, and keep his Commandmems: In 
hor ht this 5 would be received 
among Men, I need not ſay; * — hy like 
endet! is taken by the 1 


his Wo 8 26 þ 

Yer, us how general j js the Nestle! What 
2 ſmall, Number of the more feriqus Part of the 
Nation are found on in hg and at 
the Table of the Lord! May; we not, an this 
Account, juſtly apply the Complaint: of the 
Preacher ? Wiſdoni. hath builded her - Houſe, —fod 
bath killed ber Beads, ſhe bach mingled. her. Winn, 


e hath furniſhed ber Table. But, in vain the 


158 Come eat of my Freud, and, drink pf. tha © 
Wine which I baut mingled. Thus, now,, the 
Dean of Chriſt's W are opes. his. 1 
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 Hearers? Upon being called to the Prov iſlons 
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„and 1 Minitters WY bye 0 hat 
vith reſpect to ae Genetality. 5 of 


'of Grace, how do they, as with one Con 


| make their Excuſe!. Hence the Ways of Zion 


mourn, betauſe few come up to her ſolemn 
Feaſts, and, in many Places, her Gates are be- 


come * deſolate, to the Joy of her Adverſaries 2 


who are grown bold and inſulting. Shall the 
Things be ſeen without weeping? And, is it 


not high ' Time for the Friends of Chriſt's King- 


dom'to cry out or another Spirit opal Con- 
duct . , 

The Evil W will one Time bring 
Shame on him that allows it; I have lately met 


with an Inſtance to confirm my Opinion, and 


take Leave to relate it: While muſing on the 
Subject, I was called to a grave rn with 
whom 1 had bur a ſmall Acquaintancez his Bu- 
fineſs was ſerious, and his Stay ſhort; however, 

he took-Occaſion to tell me that he had attended 


the Word at a certain Place of Worſhip more 


than thirty Vcears; 1 aſked him if np was a 


Member + the Church which aſſembled there: 
This unexpected Queſtion put him to the Bluſh, 
and, in a low Voice, he anſwered, No: To 
which 1 replied, Sir, have you no Hope of 


being hereafter admitted into the Church trium- 
phant; and, if you are in Proſpect of joining 


the Saints in Heaven, why ſhould you refrain 


their Communion- on Earth? At this eafy Re- 
turn, he hung down his Head, modeſtly de- 


Gans; the: had Hope in Chriſt, but that he 
could 


5 * 
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could not __ himſelf Gs The I 
ciency of this Plea I have endeavoured to ſhew z 


but, how can a Man, who wants Courage when 


queſtioned» by his Fellow, hope for Confidence 


in the Preſence of the King, when he _ 1 8 


againſt thoſe who diſown him? Re” 
if would not lay too great Streſs on „ Orgi. 
nances's and far be it from me to put the 


Chriſtian's: Obedience in the Place of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs, in Which alone he is / juſtified 
before God, and in which may I with my Reader 
be found; nor would I preſs theſe Appointments 
on any who are not true Believers, but I am per- 
ſuaded that a conſcientious Conformity to Goſpel - 
Inſtitutions, will be found of greater Conſe- 
quence at the Judgment · ſeat than ſeems generall 
thought by the Hearers of the Day; and 1 a 
likewiſe free to declare that I know of no 
Reaſon for hoping to be ſaved by Chriſt, but 
what is a Reaſon for Fellowſhip with his 
People; and in my Opinion, the leaſt Saint, ſo 
far as he is inſtructed in the Appointments of 
his Lord, ought to conform without Dar 
The more I conſider the Importance and 


Y Glory of Chriſt's kingly Office, and the great 
Ends anſwered by his People's Obedience, the 


more I am aſtoniſhed that any true Chriſtian 


can ſatisfy himſelf in the Neglect of Cbhurch- 


Fellowſhip, and that an Article ſo eſſential is ſo 


little regarded. No wonder the Papiſt, the 


Deiſt, and the Libertine prevail, to the ſpeedy 


F Decay of true Godlineſs, when Proteſtants, 
and WR when _ called Proteſtant- 
b 


Diſſenters, 
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Diſienters, | being lukewarm and deceived, are 
found to flight, if not to deſpiſe: that hole 
Communion and Diſcipline, which was the 
Glory of our Land in the Times of real Re- 


formation. How threatening is the Aſpect, 
when the Adherence of Chriſtians to that ſacred 


Order, which is the high Privilege of the 
Saints, becomes treated by many as Superſti- 
tion and Bondage, while few are found to obey 


the Lord | This Habit may juſtly alarm us, for 


unleſs; by ſome Means, the riſing Generation 
are otherwiſe taught, it is much to ;be- feared 
they will be ſtill more expoſed, and, which God 
forbid, even the Goſpel itſelf will be removed 
from the Land. | er „ 

To attempt the removing every Objection, 
1 conceive poſſible, with them who are unwilling 
to obey, would exceed my Deſign; but I cannot 
omit, one ſorry Evaſion; if any ſhould pretend 
that the Author is intereſted in the Cauſe which 
he pleads, and therefore - deſerves not Regard, 
this will be found but a ſhameful Excuſe. It 
muſt be owned, that the Lord hath appointed 
an Advantage to his Miniſters from thoſe whom 
they ſerve, which is too often denied them; but 


with reſpect to the few who hear me, and Wo 


are moſt likely to peruſe this ſmall Piece, if 1 
was ſo happy as to perſuade every one of them 
to conform to the Will of their Lord, I ſee no 
Inſtance in which I can reaſonably hope to in- 
creaſe my Supply; the generous Part of an Au- 
ditory may ſoon be convinced, that no Deſign 


can be on them whoſe F avours are already en- 
joyed ; 


wh an , - _ __ 
r . cc... 


OL 


( 

joyed4 and, what is to be expettad ck vere? 
How: far my Hearers; ho live out of Commu- 
nion, may be convinced, is uncertain; but 1 
preſume, that they will believe me when J de- 
clare, that I am conſcious of no tefs View than 
© co engage them to thefr own Advantage, that 
we muy rejoice together in the Kingdom of our 
Saviour, both now and hefeafter, to the Honour 
of God and his ſovercifih'Gracez and if, not- 

withſtanding this Aſſurance, any who m 
take up theſe Papers can be ſo unchafitable as 
to ſuſpect the contrary; and cherefbre turn a 
deaf Ear, jet them confider, Whether the ſiniſter 
Ends, they unfairly fir ſe, of the Writer, 
who exhorts them tô d plain and important 
Duty, will excuſe their wilful Neglect, at the 
Tribunal of che great J Judge, we will ſoon be 
revealed, 19673 990 n 6 
- I ſhall add one Thought more, 0 W tlg 
The Fellowſhip enjoined' inay, ih Teveral Rel 
ſpects, de compared to che Ark of the Fotos 
in it is laid up the Rod of Diſeipline, with⸗ 
out which, we ſee, a wide Gate is opened to Diſ- 
orders, and to every Kind of Delaflon} in it} 
Noe may likewiſe ſay, are. preſerved” the Tefti« 
mony andothe Covenant: The Cbureb is the 
Pillar and Ground of Truth; her Diſcipline; 
vhich extends to the F2irb and Worſhip, as well 
as to the Converſation of her Members; is the 
only natural and effectual Bar to the Doctrines 
and Inventions of Men; and, is there not 
F Reaſon to apprehend that ſome neglect, or op- 
poſe the Neceſſity of this Divine Conſtitution 
yed; b 2 from 


Imagination? In this our Chriſtian Ark there is | 


convince them of their Evil who omit the Com- 


ligion, fo earneſtly deſired, and daily prayed 


TY 


From: e Add of de in Reſtroips which 
lays on the, Chriſtian, go cpnform entirely to the 
Word of God. and nt to give looſe: tochis qwn 


alſo depoſtted, as the Pe Manna, the Lords 

Supper, which is an appointed viſible Repreſen- 
tation of, the true Bread which came down from 4 
Heaven; a Table, which cannot be lawfully | 
ſpread; in, any Society but that of à Church; 
and, in one Word, which deſerves our Notice, 
like the Ark of old, the keeping of theſe Or- 
dinances ſtand connected with the Divine Pre- 
ſence and Protection; „e that, if this Fellowſhip 
is giyen up through the Weakneſs or Sloth of 
Profeſſors, or is taken from us by the Craft of the 
Enemy, I cbabod may, Juſtiy be were: upon us: 
Our Beauty and Strength is gone! The Glory 
is certainly departed! I hope, therefgre, that 
the: Importance of the Subject will he ſome 
Excuſe for my detaining the Reader ſo long, 
and that he will Join me in endeavouring to 


munion of Saints, that by their Repentance one 
great Offence may bg removed, which proves 
a Stumbling to many, and ſeems a capital Hin- 
drance to the reviving the Power of vital Re- 


for, by the Pious of every Denomination; and 
may it appear, that our De are e cromned 4 
you — q 
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HE Glory of Chriſt, and the Comfort 

T Hof thoſe 180 believe, are the real 
Ones Motives to this Addreſs; and I hope 
you will give it a ſerious, and candid 
Attention. We read that Zecharias, and his 
Wife * were both righteous before God, walking in 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord 
nel Happy Pair! Conſtrained by the Love 


1 d df God, theſe devout Iſraelites had an univerſal 


Reſpect to his ſacred Appointments. Oh that 
Fe Doctrine and Dignity of our bleſſed Saviour 
were no leſs regarded and adorned by every one 


I q of the Chriſtian Name! But, alas, few are 


ET theſe Patterns of Piety! How rare are the In- 


Þ fances among us who are called Chriſtians and 
_ Proteſtants, 


by Luks i, 6, : 


2 N 
5 
x * 


2 a The Folly of Nr 


Proteſtants, which come up to/ theſe. faithful 


Jews | Yea, is it not to be. lamented that our 
Iſland, long ſpared, and exalted with the richeſt 
Means of Grace, is ſadly debaſed with wwe 
and Prophaneſs ? 

It is affecting to ſee che Multitude of every 


| Rank, who, in all Appearance, devote their 
precious Time to Pleaſures of Senſe, and have 


no Regard to the Honour of God, or their 
own Salvation. How do they break the Sabbath 


by an open and ſhameful Purſuit of vain Re- 


creations in the Neglect of divine Worſhip, as 
if indeed there was no God, no future: State, 
no Judgment to come! This is the Language 
of their Practice, againſt the Voice of Reaſon 
and Scripture; but herein they flatter them- 


ſelves, for the Time-is haſtening, when God will | 


J udge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


But, my chief View is to Perſons who are 


not of this deplorable Taſte : Nevertheleſs, 
The profane Sin- Reader, if thou art the Companion 
ner adarefſed. of ſuch, know that thy criminal 
Pleaſures are fecting, and, if thou art over- 
taken in this ſinful Way, thou muſt lie down 


in eternal Sorrow. Be entreated to pauſe a 
Moment: What Fruit haſt thou in thine im- 
pious Courſe to ballance even a poſſible Reckon- 


ing? And, art thou ſure of eſcaping? Be aſ- 
ſured rather, that nothing is more certain than 


that God will bring thee into Judgment: As 
the Lord liveth, and thou art a Sinner, thou 
ſhalt ſoon be dealt with according to thy Works: 4 


Therefore be not deceived; but repent, 


But 


Divine Inſtitutions. 3 


hful But my Addreſs is to Perſons who are diſtin- 
our guiſhed from the looſe and prophane, and even 
heſt from mere nominal Chriſtians; it is to them 


who look for Salvation by Chriſt, but negle& 
his Commands. They hear the Goſpel, and 
ſeem to reliſh its Doctrines; they hope in Jeſus 

as their Saviour, and are eſteemed to believe in 
him, and yet they keep from the Communion 
of his Saints, and live as if they had no Con- 
cern with his Precepts. A Conduct which 
cannot be juſtified, as, I hope, will appear in 

the following Lines. 

S Many fear that their Faith is not genuine, 
and for that Reaſon remain out of F ellowſhip: 


aſon With ſuch, indeed, I am not ſo %% for the 
em- immediately concerned, yet it may Relief ebe 
will be proper and uſeful to drop ſome- = _— 


thing for them who are under 
e this Diſcouragement : This laviſh Fear often 
„ ariſeth from judging ourſelves by the Opinions 
of Men, rather than by the Word of God; and 
I apprehend that the Notion of Aſſurance being 
eſſential to Faith, hath contributed much to the 
groundleſs Terror in many who are to be ranked 
among true Believers, for whoſe Sake I am free 

to ſuggeſt a few Things, 
Some excellent Perſons have defined F aith 
vy Aſſurance: Hence many trembling Chriſtians | 
have thought themſelves deſtitute of Grace, be- 
auſe of their Fears, and been ſorely dejected. 
My Deſign will not admit me to enter into 
: every Particular which relates to this Point; but 
l may venture to aſſert, that if any Man thinks 
1:8 that 


4 . ne 25 
Wy 4hat no-one hath ſaving Faith Aa det i 
aſſured of his own Grace and Salvation, he is 

in a manifeſt Error, as appears from [1 Jabn 
v. 13. ] Theſe Things have 1 written to you-that 
Believe on the Name f the: Son: of God, that ye 


might know that ye have eternal Life, and that 6 


. might believe on the Name of the Son of God. 


"x 
Dy 
. LP, 4 


We ſee that Perſons may truly believe on the i 
Name of the Son: of God, and have eternal 


Life, and at the ſame Time, not certainly 


know it, but, through ſome Occaſion, be in 


doubt about it; and in like Manner the many 
Paſſages which ſpeak of the weak in Faith, or 
which exhort Believers to pray for and to preſs 
after Aſſurance, unite to prove the very ſame 
Thing; and, therefore, however ſome may boaſt 
9 Confidence of their-Pardon and Salvation, 


which, they ſay, admits of no Doubting, nnd 


preſume to pronounce this alone to be true 
Faith, to aſſert that no Perſoſ is a true Believer, 
and fit for the Communion of Saints, who at 
any Time doubts of his State, or who is not 
always certain of his future Happineſs, is boldly 
to contradict the. Scripture; and it is no leſs 
contrary to Experience, for ſo many are the 


Occaſions for doubting in this frail and ſinful IJ ö 
State, that, through the Temptations of the 


Enemy, moſt Chriſtians, at one Time or an- 
other, are afflicted with Fears of this Kind, 


and from which, indeed, no one is abſolutely 
ſecure; and, therefore, if none may be deemed 
true Believers but thoſe who know themſelyves 
to be ſuch, I preſume few of God's Children 


* at all Seaſons maintain their Hope, and 
it 


rere, 


neg. resse rr (oY, A. i ot: re em ons 


„ 
— their Privilege and Duty, concerning 
vrhom it is the Pleaſure of the Lord, chat they 


d wait upon him. 
SS not a doubtful Frame: Doubts 


are no Part of the Chriſtian's Excellency, nor 


] 4 are they to be encouraged; they are often the 
Conſequence of Careleſſneſs or ſinful Indul- 


gencez it therefore becomes the fearing 
Chriſtian to examine himſelf, to know whe- 
ther he is in the Faith, or if he is not in 
ſome Habit which is inconſiſtent with an holy 
Confidence, and thus ſhould he give Diligence 
to make his Calling and his Election ſure: But 
I think nothing is clearer than that a Man may 
be in a State of Grace, and yet be uncertain 
in his own Mind about it, or at a Loſs to de- 
termine whether he is a true Believer or not; 
and, therefore, no Perſon ſhould conclude that 
he is an Unbeliever, merely becauſe he is not 
undoubtedly aſſured of his own State: This 


Aſſurance is not effential to ſaving Faith, but 


belongs to the higheſt Acts of: that holy and 
divine Principle; it is what many long wait 
for, and to which ſome never attain ; the Lord, 


8 for wiſe Ends, is ſometimes pleaſed to with- 


hold this Favour from thoſe whom he loves; 
and they to whom it is vouchſafed, are liable, 
through various Cauſes, to have it remitted or 
loſt; for though the 'Believer ſhall never fall 
from the Truth of Grace, he may be deprived 


of that comfortable Aſſurance of his Intereſt 


in Chriſt, under which in Time paſt he re- 


jpiced, 
It 


6 » ' The Nah of Negli®ing 
It may be enquired, who then is a true Be. 
liever, and conſequently hath a Right to Goſpel. 


4 true Brlituer Ordinances ? I humbly apprehend 
aſcribed, that a true Believer may be thus 


deſcribed: He is one, who, under a Senſe 
« of his ruined Condition by Sin, and a Per- 
dc ſwaſion of the All-ſufficiency of Grace in 
«© the Redeemer, hath been enabled to take 
« Encouragement from the divine Word, -and 
« to rely on him alone for Pardon, Sanctifica- 
« tion, and eternal Life.“ This carries in it 
an Averſion to Evil, and a Deſire after true 
and perfect Holineſs z it includes an Aſſurance, 
or firm Perſwaſion of the Perſon, Offices, and 
Glory of Chriſt, and the Truth of the Pro- 
miſes z and further, it likewiſe contains an Aſ- 
ſurance that Jeſus is able compleatly to ſave 
him, without which no one can be willing to 
truſt him; and this Experience is ever accom- 
panied with Love to Chriſt, and ſome Degree 
of Hope in him, which Hope remains under 
the moſt doubtful or deſponding Frame; hence 
we find many, when in the greateſt Diſtreſs 
through Fear, if aſked whether they are wil- 
ling to part with all Hope of an Intereſt in 
Chriſt, will anſwer, No; not for a World; 
which, as one obſerves, intimates a ſecret Per- 
ſwaſion of Pardon, though they want a com- 
fortable Senſe of the ſame ; now there may be 
this Reliance on Chriſt, when the Subject is ne- 
vertheleſs perplexed with many Fears concerning 
his own Act of Faith, and, therefore, of his 


| Intereſt in the Saviour; at leaſt, through Weak- 


Divine nini. 5 1 


hab and the ek of Satan, he may be 
deſtitute of a full Aſſurance of Faith, and que- 
ſtion his State. | 

This Perſwaſion and Reliance on Jeſus is un- 
known to the carnal Mind, which is Entity 
againſt God, and filled with Darkneſs, Pride, 
and Self- confidence; and, therefore, where they 
exiſt, it muſt be the Effect of renewing Grace; 
indeed, without ſome Experience of theſe 
Things, Perſons are unacquainted with that Re- 
pentance and Faith, to which the Promiſe of 
Salvation is annexed, and are unmeet for Goſpel 
Inſtitutions, in which the Worſhippers are led 
to renew their Acknowledgments and Praiſes 
for redeeming Love: But, he that anſwers to 
the above Deſcription, however weak, or fearful 
in his Frame, is a Believer on the Name of the 
Son of God, and hath a Right to his Ordi- 
nances, which are appointed for- the Faithful 
without Diſtinction; and he ought to obſerve 
them, not only in Obedience to his Lord, bur, 
likewiſe, as a Means of obtaining the Aſſurance 
he longs for. 

From theſe Obſervations for the Relief of 
the Doubtful 1 proceed to addreſs the 
Perſons who. are chiefly in View, and they are 
thoſe who have ſome good Perſwaſion of their 
Faith in Chriſt, and yet remain out of his 
viſible Church, and I beſeech every ſuch Reader 
ſeriouſly to conſider the Things which are offered 
in Love, 

JW tr is well known that the Faithful differ in 
their Opinion about the Form of a Church- 
| | State, 
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King, in refuſing to bow, and confeſs to his 
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an# re 
each one ſhould carefully ſearch the "Scriptures 
for the Mind of Chriſt; that, being ſatisfied 


therein, he may act accordingly, and behave 
with Charity ro, them who are otherwife per- 


«26% 


ſwaded: But, will Chriſtians of any” Denomi- 


nation deny that Baptiſm in the Name of Jefus, 

and the Fettowſhigs of his Saints, are incum- 
bent on thoſe who believe? This, I think, is 
granted by all who reſpect Revelation, in which 
it is clear that this Goſpel-Obedience is eſſential 


to the Chriſtian Character and yet, alas, how 


many, who are called Chriſtians, ſeem indif- 


ferent about it! 


Our bleſſed Saviour put this Queſtion to 
ſome of his Hearers z Mu call ye me Lord, 


Tord, and do not the Things which I. ſay? A Que- 


ſtion which may be juſtly applied to Chriſtians 
who live in the Negle& of the known Laws 


of Jeſus, whoſe Character they own, and calls 


for Repentance. 


What can be a greater Affront to the glo- 
rious Redeemer, than to give him the Title of 
Lord, and regard not his Sayings? Is not this 
to confeſs him in Words, but in Practice deny 


him? And can any Thing be more unworthy 


his Grace? An earthly Governor would reſent F 


ſuch Behaviour as the higheſt Indignity, and 
ſhall any preſume thus to treat the heavenly 


Name? He! is a \ gracious and merci jful Prince, 3 


but # 


® Luke 4 46. 


PPP 
en e, 5 
but he iu Mkewiſe Jeulous of his Henour; and 
hach told us that thoſe h will not obey him 
ſhall hereafter meet with their Reward, when 
he will ſay} But theſe mine Enemies, whith woulf 
mot that I ſhould reign over them, bring- Biber ani 
oy them before wel In that Day it will be found 
What none but his faithful Subſects will Have 
onfidence and not be aſhamed, ' 
The Symptom is threatening, when a Feople 
o whom the Goſpel is ſent become indifferent 
o divine Inſtitutions ; for hereby the Holy 
Spirit is grieved, and a Door is opened to Error 
nd Licentiouſneſs;; and if this ſhould continue 
o encreaſe among us, as of late, have we no 
Reaſon to fear that the offended. Redeemer will 
emove the Candleſtick out of his Place? To 
prevent this | moſt awful Judgment, let thoſe 
ho call him Lord, but obey not his Word, 
onſider their Folly, and ſubmit to his Will. 
\nd, Reader, art thou of the n be- 
ech thee attend the following Queries. 
On what Pretence doſt thou vent mY 
ith-hold Submiſſion - from thy ences anſwered. 
ord? Are his Precepts obſcure, or hard to be 
nown? But what can be plainer 1. ee 
Wan the Duties enjoined? No Obſurig. 
erms are more plain than thoſe in which this 
e revealed. Are they burthen- 2. Of they be- 
dme, in reſpect of their Num-  Ingburthenſome. 
er, Expence, and Trouble? No; but quite 
e contrary; they are few in Number, and per- 
rmed with Eaſe. They call for ſome Expence 
6 oF Self- t but Gale Service is not like 
the 


10 D Neben 


the Rites, of tho Law, compared with which 
Chriſt's Y oke is eaſy. and hie Burthen light: 
And, had it been otherwiſe, ſhould the Chri- 
Ran ſpare himſelf from any Coſt, " en 
Wick his Saviour demands? Again, 
Is chere any Thing peculiar in thy Caſe to 
exempt thee from Obedience? No certainly, 
i Noting fo for the Precepts of. Chriſt are 
gular inthe univerſally binding. What, then, 
Chr 2 wilt thou plead ? Wilt thou reflect 
on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of | 
* Lord, and 4 ſay that his Appointments are 


L - impertinent- or uſeleſe ? If they 
_ are not eſſential to Salvation, on 


which ſome may: preſume; they 
_ get to the Honour pr Jeſus in the 
Waris; and a Means ef eternal Life: And, are 
theſe to be lighted ?: Or, is it decent and-grate- 
ful to refuſe thy Redeemer's Will, becauſe thy 
Salviion is ſecured through his Blood? Bu 1 
further, ; 
' Att thou continuing the Neglect of Golpet 
Commands, becauſe they are inſuffieient to Sal - 
vation, ſinde Perſons may ob- 
ſerve them, and periſh at Laſt! 779 
ä Remember that none who obe 
from the Heart come ſhort of the Reward. 


22. 
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and hall the Diſappointment of — R 


diſcourage the Sincere from their Duty? It i 
true Ordinanees are no Saviours, they - art 
but Means of Salvation; the moſt ſtriét andlf | 
regular Profeffion will not ſecure the Sine 
ow his Deſerez * — Reaſon bs 

SE then 


e Ip deb uw 
them ho fear God, for not keeping outer 
cepts ? :And/again, NT. 9441 {oO 20 Ae 
Some urge the Example of , 1 11 
Perſons'' whom they apprehend 
better qualified for Communion - * Br 
than tchemſtlves; they think that . 
they ſafely may, and, perhaps, that in polne of 
Modeſty they ſhould avoid a Profeſſion. which 
theit Supetiors decline : And, is this thy Pre- 
ener? It i vain; for who made theſe Men 
the Rule of thy Conſeienee ? Is their Behar 
viour thy" Standard ? It is Pity chat any who 
would bs thought religious are found to make 
light of their Duty, for hereby many are ſtum. 
bled to th Diſhonour of Chriſt, and the Hurt 
of his Iatereſt; but is their Conduct an'Excuſe 
for not complying with thy Saviour's Appoint- 
ments? Will this Plea avail in the ay. of 
Wudgaient?' The Queſtion will chen be; not 
that others have done, but what God oath cam 
anded. But to proceed, 
I would hope that thou wilt not your to 4 
Perfection in Holineſs, and there- 7. 4 Conceis of 
Wore above the Uſe of theſe. e G. 
laſt Means. Some ſuch Vapouts ap- n 
e ear; but can this haughty Conceit prevail 
* here "Humility dwells? They who talk at this 
Rate are under a ſttong Deluſion ; But what hin- 
1 Wireth thee? Is the Fear of Man 8 The Fear of 
Wy Snare? Art thou aftaid that Mar. 
WW public Profeſſion will expoſe thee to the Scoff 
and che Anger of Relations or others? But is 
not "this to love the Praiſe af Men more than 
C * tze 
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. out Exception; and wilt thou take upon heel 


Partaker's Eſtabliſhment, and Growth in Grace 


2 Pretence of Weakneſu? = But, 
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ide INttſe of God? Ton al bann 
tion of their future Shame; ho are now 
hamed of the And what Shame did 
Lord. deſpiſe, when he hung on / the-Croſs 
for thy Sake? And; all not theſe Conſidera- 
tions outweigh. abe Seam. and Diſplea ure of 
Men? Ri N eg hrs . um l Fr ales 4 
fs Are it man! be, thou art fumbled, at the a 
ſinful Behaviour of ſome vain Pro- 
, 7 feſſors. Such ungodly; Men have 
a 2 aff r been always lamented; and Woe 
be to chem y whom Offences thus come: But 
what is this to thy Conduct? Will their Dif- 
orders, or the . Judgments: that await; them ex. 
cuſe thy Neglects ? Are Chriſt's Inſtitutions 
46. binding . or precious, or are his Pre- 
cepts to be, flighted, becauſe ſome 024 oe : 
hem! Again, 2 aol} outs n 
Wilt thou chou plead, the Weakneſs af [thy 
10. The Whaks' Grace, and ſays My Knowledge, 9 
neſe of Grace. Faith, and Experience are ſo 
mall, that I dare not join in the ſacred Com- | 
. munion ? This hath a Shew of Humility, yet it 
favours, of Ignorance for à deep Senſe of Un- 
worthineſs is eſſential to a Meetneſs for Goſpel 
Appointments. Where hath the Lord ob- 
jected to the weakeſt . Believer 2 18 any one 
Forbid his Table? His Saints are invited with⸗ 
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to exclude thyſelf, .or others whom, Jeſus, in| 
vites ? Beſides, one End of Communion is well 


. and ſhalk a Man:omit the Means of Strength o- P 
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9 be, thy paſt Con- 1 Ah hn 
. hath been notoriouſly borer al F} 
vile, and thou art readyucte fear . 
| that; if thou ſhouldſt make 4 Profeſſion, it 
would occaſion the World to blaſpheme: This: 
alſo is groundleſs. Hath the Lord excluded 
one penitent Sinner becauſe of his former bad 
conduct? Was the Woman who andinted 
our Saviour in the Phariſce's: Houle, and ſome 
in the Church at Corinth, leſs infamous than 
thou ? Did not Chriſt come to ſave Sinners, and 
the Apoſtle owned himſelf chief, for his-Blogds 
2 and Blaſphemy, and vas the Profeſ: 

ſion of theſe: great Sinners unlawful, or was it 
injurious to the Cauſe of the Redeemer? It is 
a: Mercy to be reſtrained from flagrant Tranſ- 
greſſions à yet it muſt be allowed, and Satan 
well knows, that when one who hath been ſuf. 
fered to fin with an high Hand, being called 
by Grace, proves his Converſion by Holineſs 
and Obedience, it is much to the Credit of the 
Goſpel, and that ſometimes: ſuch an one is 3 
great Inſtrument of winning others from Sin 
unto God; the Enemy, therefore, is ever active 
to diſcourage Perſons under theſe Circumſtances 
from the Communion of Saints; but; let them 
who are as a rand plucked out of the Fire, be- 
ware of the Tempter, and by no Means W 
this holy Profeſſion, - But again, 

Art thou afraid of bringing 12. Ti Fear of 
Diſnonour to God and Religi ion back/liding tothe 
-by ſome future Fall into Sin, — 1 of Re 

| "gion. 
conceive it better not to take 
2 upon 


upon thee the Name of Cbriſt, chat to oobafion 
Reproach? Thy Concern for the divine H. 
nour is, n doubt, to be commended i but in this 


Caſe, it is wrongly 
the Honour of God requites Obedience to the 


his Glary be a Reaſon fer neglecting it? In this 
Excuſe the Fulneſt of the Redeemer is 
paſſed over. Thy Snares and 
and ſtrong, which ſhould awaken thy Caution; 
but, is there not a ' Sufitichcy of Grace in the 
Lord; and hath he not 
People? And further, with gond Reaſon thy 
Plea may be turned againſt thee, ſince it ſup- 


poſeth that they who name Chriſt are under 1 


ſpecial Obligation to Holineſs ; and Whiat can 
be n greater Motive thereto?” He that ſhuns this 
Evil; and thereby is expoſed in an Hour of 
Trial 3 how ſtrange is it, then, that à Fear of 
Sin mould ger oft Excuſe for ſo doing 
It maſt be owned that the ill Effects of a Fall 
are not ſo extenſive” when the Subject is deſtitute 


of a Profeſſion as when he is under it; but, have Y 


we no Reaſon to expect that in waiting on the 
Lord we ſhall be upheld? There are many great 

Promiſes to raiſe this good Beſides, 
ran it be any Satisfaction to a 
may fin with leſs — becauſe he is 
not in the Way of his Duty ? What Man will 
aver it? Lou ſee then, this ſpecisus Objection 


is naught, and therefore reje& it. It is a fabrle 


for it is dertain er 
Whole of his Willy bw then eun 4 Coticern for 


hs are many 


niſed this Grace to Nis 


himſelf of one Guard againſt 


Saint that he 
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pete 6 hep tes hom 7 agen: Maar of Ho- 
1 W "anſwer. to. one — Pretence, which 
is this, namely, the SubjeR's un”. 19. % unfuite- 

ſuitable. Frame, far ſpiritual Ser- u* 1 
vice 3 and is this thy Complaint, 
and art thou promiſing ready Sub million on 2 
Change for the better? What Warrant haſt 
thou for. delaying thy Duty becauſe of thy 
Frame? Hath Jeſus required. the Frame. = 
art ſeeking, or are his People allowed. to 

ne their Obedience? There is no Reaſon 
to look for the deſired Change in the Omiſſion 
of Means: Will a Man refrain from the Fire 
becauſe he is cold? No leſs abſurd is the Con · 
duct of him who abſtains from Goſpel Appoint- 
ments, which are deſigned to quicken. the Be- 
liever, and to encreaſe his Faith, becauſe. his 
Frame is but low; therefore yield up this Plea; 
or it is highly probable thou wilt never * 
ty Redeemer. 0 
Thus, Reader, I have e to pres 
ſent you with a conciſe Anſwer to the uſual 
Pretences for keeping, off from Chriſtian Com- 
munion. It would be endleſs to recite 
O djection which Satan. may ſuggeſt. to Goſpel 
Obedience; but theſe are the Things which are 
| principally urged, and there is. Reaſon: to con - 
clude, that, under one or more. of them, "mm 
are detained from their Duty: But I hope you 
are now ſatisfied, that no juſt Excuſe can be 
E of mn 
Commands. 
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e to prove 1 7 5 4 omitting the "Ap 
pointments of Chriſt; but there is ſtill a 
weighty Conſideration "behind, Which will ons 


Time affect the Delinquent, namely, the Guilt 


of his Condutt: Theſe Neglects are not ſo in: 
e nocent as ſome may imagine 

11 but, on ſtrict Examination, 0 
ela, — 2 found highly provoking td 

the King of Saints, as may appear from the 
following Particulars 3 to which 1 «graves your 
. „And, e 1.048 eee 


a I. Are not divine Commands, whetheb: poſi- 


15 : Alle & tive or negative, 4 Diſplay: of 
99 of . God's Sovereignty. and a Teſt 

of his Creatures Obedience? 

2 Affront, then, muſt it be to the 
Moſt High, not to regard them? Jabevab is the 
ſole Object of religious Worſhip; and it is a 


diſtinguiſhing. Part of his Glory to direct the 
Manner of our waiting upon him: And ſhall 
not the Neglect of his ſacred Appointmients, 


for this Purpoſe, be deemed a provoking Sin? 
The Divine Majeſty hath; awfully reſented Diſ- 
obedience to his poſitive Commands; witneſs 


the Slaughter of the Men of Bethſbemeſb, and I 
the Stroke on "Uriah. . And what is the Lan- 


guage: of their Sufferings wha deſpiſed Maſes's 
Law, and. for their Tranſgreſſion died without 
Mercy? Do they not loudly proclaim the Diſ- 
pleaſure of God at preſuming to diſtegard his 


Orders by his Servant? And, can it be thought F | 


that he will be leſs concerned for the Honour 
of 


© > & =» jj fry wor 


of bis der- airs by his wn 3 Son? 


. Was not this. Kind of Diſobedince* the 
lulet of all -the Miſeries which %. J 
Mankind are under? Such was | . a- 
the Crime of our firſt Parent, Nan Sim. | 
whereby he deſtroyed his Poſterity. Now, 


every Inſtance of Oppoſition to the divine Will, 
either by way of Commiſſion, or Omiſſion, is 
materially the ſame; and conſequently the Neg- 
lect of Ordinances plainly revealed is ſymbo- 
lizing with, and, as it were, tepeating the Sin 
by which Adam fell. And ſhall not the uni- 
verſal Ruin of the human Race be ſufficient to 


warn us? And further, 
25 


3. The Evil of 2 
inſtituted Worſhip, is in F ole 
portion to the Excellency N the 2% 222 25 
Diſpenſation we are under, and 29 # 4uther. 
the Dignity of its Author. Divine Inſtitutions 
by Mes had their peculiar Luſtre; but the 
Miniſtration of Chris is far more glorious. 
Under the Goſpel the Veil is thrown off, and 
the Yoke of Ceremonies removed. Believers are 
no longer confined to one Place of Worſhip, 
or incumbered with divers Waſhings and carnal 
= Ordinances, heretofore impoſed on Diſciples ; ; 
Circumciſion, with other burthenſome and pain» 
ful Services, are aboliſhed ; the Light is now - 
1 clear, and whoever worſhippeth in Spirit and 
Truth is graciouſly accepted. The preſent 
1 Diſpenſation requireth but one Waſhing, and 
W this ro be performed but once, by which the 
# D-*: __ Subjecþ 
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Subject puts on Chriſt, and is baptiſed into His 
Death. And though the Death of the Lord 
is frequently to be ſhewn in eating of his Supper, 
yet, what can be eaſier than that divine Or- 
dinance ? In like Manner, every other Part of 
Goſpel Service is eaſy and ſweet: Now this 
Grace came by Jeſus, the only-begotten Son 
of the Father; and doth not the Glory of that 
. adorable Perſon by whom the Goſpe 
and the Excellency of its Precepts, aggravate 
their Folly, who neglect to obey it? Beſides, 


4. To omit theſe Appointments is to “ ſlight 
4th Krav. the Redeemer himſelf. Are not 
4 e, HGoſpel Ordinances impreſſed with 
+ the Love, Wiſdom, and Autho- 


diſhonoured by refuſing to. obſerve them ? 
What Chriſt hath commanded as the King, he 
hath revealed as the Prophet of his Church; 
and theſe Inſtitutions, being Means of Grace, 


are the Fruit of his Blood; ſo that every 
Branch of the Mediator's Office is deſpiſed or 


neglected by the Diſobedient; and what Chri- 


ſtian can perſiſt in a n ſo Wp b and 


baſe? And, A 


5. This Offence is not confined to the 1 
a 7 erſon of the Son; . the Father | 25 


h 4, 
F /> ee who placed him on the Throne, 


and the Spirit with whom he was 
: OG are likewiſe 1 


Perſon in the 
Deity 


* * 
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* 7 fight the Example of Chrif, * Was, * 
the Supper, is no ſmall Evil; but i is it not flill” more criminal to 
fight him in his Office * 


| 'came, 


_ rity of Jeſus? And are not theſe 
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Their, Authority and Grace are neglected in not 
regarding theſe divine [Inſtitutions ; and "ſhall 
he Man who fears God continue in an Omiſſion 
whereby he offends every Perſon in the Deity ? 
What pious Breaſt can Thought? 
Vet, whar do they leſs. who oben ad the 
Goſpel? But to proceed. 
6. A Diſregard of poſitive Ordinances 
ſtrikes at the Authority of | Reve- 6th Aggrav. I 
lation, and promotes the Cauſe 1 
of Deiſm. It is one great Deſign E 2 44% 51 
and glorious End of Revelation * 
to direct Men in the Worſhip of God, voll 
his Will for that Purpoſe be otherwiſe known; 
if we haye any poſitive Inſtitutions for divine 
Service, it muſt of Neceſſity be conveyed by a 
divine Revelation; and this being the Caſe, 
a wilful Neglect of the Appointments:isarprach 
tical Contempt of that Revelation. The Deiſts 
are ſenſible. of this, and therefore to their utmoſt 
oppoſe, 8nd, endeavour to diſcredit, theſe [hop 
Precepty i; and ſcarce any Thing favours their 
Deſign more, or pleaſes them better; thun / to: ſes 
thoſe, who call themſelves Chriſtians neglect the 
I Appointments. of Chriſt. A moral Behaviour 
is S ential hut not ſufficieni to the Character of 
. Believer 3 there muſt be a due Reſpedt to 
4 the Order of Worſhip enjoined in Revelation, 
to FF e Whatever the Sentiments! 
or Ma . Perſon may be, if he allows 
nin, in E Omiſfianfof thoſe Things which) 
aal f SENS in; the Word of God: 
doth L100 he - not, i. m4 ſtance, ; behave Akai 
Rm a Deiſt ? 


i nw . * it repreſents their Sefferin 


Obedience to hie Proctpts. E the” Martyrs 


+ Dail The Sener te of Goſpel Or⸗ 
5 thoreſore be juſtly lamente@ as one 
Squrce of that Infideli ty Which aboydsj1 the 
Land. Moreover, Woes % 30) VOTE 
„Tue ſinful Omiſſton hath a kantemp- 
— % tunus Aſpect on the glorio Mar- 
e, tyrs, who reſiſted Pl "Blocdy 
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as Folly. On what Account” did 
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ichful fufferd'7 Was it for being im⸗ 
moral, dr merely for ſome peculiat Sentiment: 
which they reſerved to themſelves ? Was it not 
ic Profefion' which laid them open to 
the Hatred and Perſecution of the World? It 
in natorious that theſe Diſciples ſufſered not for 
their IIb Behaviour ; nor could their Kerot Opi- 
von expuſe them; they were ſlain for tfleir open 
Feſtimony to the Mer of * and a reſohne 
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could have: ſatisfied” them ſelves, „ag many how 
called 5 Chriſtians, © 'without- ſubrvitritig to the 
Qrdinances of Chriſt, and walking i in Fellow- 
dap with! his Saints," they might Baye faved 
themiclyes: from Stripes, Impriſonment, Con- 
fiſration of Goods, Exile and Bene: Rod doth A 
not ahr alloned Neglect of that Prefeffen and 
Obedience for which theſe hely Men ſuffered 
implicitly-reflect on their Conduct, and tepre- 
ſent it as enthuſtaſtie and fooliſh ? They ſuffered, 
the Loſb of all Things f and ſome of them en- ut 
duped” the moſt cr Deaths rather chan re- err 
nourice weir Profeſſion ; bur it is certain chit Peſtr 
in 0 doing e «weak and njultifiable = 
Par, 
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e are grin y —— 
gte By Ss prove, or tüte upon 
kim“ to uffert that they fuffere mare. than I 
required, © when' ir becomes necefary to a Prov 
| Kemo er the Goſpel ? If not, Reden How - 
ort art chow of thy Pty, if, baker ä 
W che ſmall Degree of: Self denial” no fitted? | 
thou haft never joined thyſelf to the LGG 22 
his Ordinlitices! And is it not op or 
tion of this Conduct, that hereby à Re | 
ss caſt on thoſe victorious "Saints; WBO, in x 
1 peculiar Senſe,  wathed their Robes aue made 
chern white in the Blood of the Lamb? And, 
8 Tia, Negfightice in BelicVtts! in 
alen the viitle! Intereſt" o FN 
Eng in the World If Chri- 4 he tif 
ftians” may live without" fulfilling '* Gi 0170 
Appvitiritietits" af Meit Loni. 1 
0 male bis Kingdom remain? E everyions 
was to give into this Practice, wotild not 
Churches difſolve, and Ordinances ceaſe? And 
ive you n Concern forthe Redeemer Gtory,” 
Sit dhe Preferyation* of his precius” Caſe 
| 1 Indeed we are affured that Chrilty* viflble 
WChurch mall continue to the End of the World, 
dl be falkainied' agtifit this very Gates of Hel; 
ert un this juftiff your Conduct, which, a 
e- | > xrmitted to become” niyerſal, would: utter! 
1 : . 4 Church , from the Earth, and. 
ble 77 Gn" thereby, 
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thereby, were 5 29 m che Coun⸗ 
15 of Heaven, But. further, Lan aid! 
le thoald low be cone, that ſhort 
mn of obeying theſe Inſtitutions chere 
= 74 denn be no; ſufficient, Proof of our 
i=} Faiths, and, Hur SubjeQign, to the 
| oy: 8 5 N Authority, of God in, his Word. 
Shew Ne Faith without, thy Works, WT Chal- 
lenge; which, proclaims. the Vanity of attempting | 
to p qur Faith by any Thing, ſhoxt, of its 
Fruitz, among which is included an, Obedience 
to the poſitive Precepts of the Goſpel. 1 John 
1% , Haely do toe know that we know bum, if ave 
zen hit Cammandments. And again, John xv. 14. 
Te are my. Friends; I ge de wwha({cever I command 
vn. So that in vain Men pretend, to ſhew 
their Faith. in Chriſt, and Friendſhip to 22 
if they obſerve, not his! Laws. - Can 4. Man 
A. any concluſive. Evidence of his cordial 
Belief in- Revelation, and his Submiſion to the 
divine Will it "makes. ;kpown, who refi th to 
ae with what meine in that Revelation? 
Man can approvehimſel f a Servant of, God, 
<p . 5 ate his Faith in Jeſus; while he is in 
che allowed Omiſſion, of, thoſe Duxies which. be 
cannot but. own, the N ew en oaths *. 


joins. We 
10, The amage ſuſtained 1 Neglect 1 
105 Are the Subject Er, is A * rable Evil 


Jt. deprives 'the which gl. it. e the Chri- 
7 Aon 5 ſtian ech out o the ordinary 
-gmmunion with God, 


- Way of, 1 
and Converſe with kits Saints, and nene of . 
promoting 
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Die, G add 123 
promoting the divine Glory; by this alſd, as 
we have ſeen, 4 Perſon deprives himſelf of a 
principal Guard againſt Sin; and one Means of 
Improvement; to which may be added the Loſs 
W of a viſible Claim to thoſe Promiſes which are 
Virected to them who Keep Chriſt's Command 
; mance Fay And are cheſe "Things of no e 
ance * 
Fi might 20. 00, rn, Wit "til Diſobe- 
Wiience is an habitual Contradiction 1 144, * 
to the Goſpel Miniſtry,” whereby Iris 2 2227 
ce ' Diſciples of Jeſus are called ;;; he Copel Min 
upon to ' obſerve all Things what- - fn. 
ſorver be hath commanded; but Time would fail to 
enumerate every Particular which condemns this 
ſinful Behaviour; and I hope the preceding 
[Remarks are ſufficient to point out * Tug 
of thoſe who are under it. 
- And now, Reader, I ſhall ocfind you with | 
Review of what I have ſaid, and cloſe "_ 
Addreſs. And this is the Sum: i 5 
live without Submiſſion to the 1 
| Drdinances of Chriſt, is - unworthy the Name 
f a Chriſtian, and for which he can make no 
en- czſonable Excuſe" it is a Conduct that: ſtrikes 
e the Majeſty of Heaven, and nearly reſembles 
a to De apoſtate Sin; by this Diſobedience the Ex- 
Zeil _ of. the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and every 
Wffice in the Mediator is lighted; hereby, not 
iy the Son, but the Father and the Spirit 
e likewiſe offended, and Revelation itſelf 
I cdervalued; this Negligence reflects on the 
n Behaviour. of the Martyrs, thoſe noble 
Worthies, 


Dibine Inflitutiom, 2 
Delay: Repentance alone is Relief, The ex- 
alted Jeſus is full of Compaſſion to them who _ 
are ſenſible of their lor ungrateful Omiſ— 
ions; he is ready tq fl their Folly and 
aCiſt them: Fear not, ore, any Thing but 
x Continyange: in the Slight af hit Huthority 
nd Grace; in keeping his | Commandment you 
by _ Acceptance ang Reward 179 77 A 
40 Reader, ng, mare, 97 
OM ch thee, nor leays. om, i r. 
Riel Ade 80 thee 1 . La Ar 
—— 5 be the my Danion of 2 5 1 ; 
rlorify him on Earth, as thou Art | 
bin His "Redeemed in, Heaven} 1 A8 5 er 
Word, „Pe Ufiftedthat the Lord is able 4.404 cep 
be fi- ' falling, atid "i ry thee faultleſs 
ba the : - his” ory with exceeding 
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